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The Marriage Allowance
A tax break worth up to £662

If you are married or in a civil partnership then there is a little known tax break that could save you and your 

partner £230 a year - and up to £662 if you backdate your claim.

Do you meet the criteria?

If you answer “yes” to all of the questions below, then you are likely to be eligible to claim this tax allowance.

• MARRIED OR IN A CIVIL PARTNERSHIP

• ONE PERSON EARNING £11,500 OR LESS

• ONE PERSON EARNING £45,000 OR LESS

• BOTH BORN AFTER 6 APRIL 1935

So you meet the criteria... what is the marriage allowance?

Everyone gets a tax-free annual allowance, in the current tax year this is £11,500. It means that you can earn 

up to this amount and not pay any tax to the government. Anything you earn above this is taxed.

The Marriage Allowance is a government scheme to help couples where one partner earns less than £11,500. 

Where this partner is earning below £11,500 they aren’t receiving all of their tax-free allowance. So they can 

transfer 10% (£1,150) of this allowance to their partner.

This means that the high-earning partner is taxed on less of their salary, so their take-home pay increases. This 

can save couples up to £230 a year.

Here’s how it affects each person:

• The higher earner’s Personal Allowance increases from £11,500 to £12,650 - they’ll pay £230 less tax because

of this increase.

• The lower earner’s Personal Allowance goes down to £10,350 - they won’t pay any tax if they

earn less than this.



Find out how much you could save

Use HMRC’s marriage allowance calculator to work out how much you could save.

Go to: https://www.tax.service.gov.uk/marriage-allowance-application/benefit-calculator

How to apply

The person on the lower income must apply to transfer their allowance to their partner - you can not apply as 

the higher earner receiving the allowance. You will need:

• Your National Insurance number

• Your partner’s National Insurance number

• Proof of ID - such as a passport or UK driver’s license

• If you are in receipt of other benefits or a pension you will need to provide your bank 
details 

If the application is successful then the allowance will be backdated to the start of the current financial year. You 

can apply online at https://www.gov.uk/marriage-allowance

Backdated claims are worth up to £662

You can also backdate your claim. The marriage tax allowance started on 6 April 2015. In year one it was worth 

£212 and in year two it was worth £220. This year it is worth £230.

As long as you met the criteria in each financial year, your claim can be backdated. So claim it now you could 

receive the combined allowance of £662.

If your situation changes you must notify HMRC

The Personal Allowance will transfer automatically between partners every year until cancelled, or until a change 

in circumstances. So if you separate or one partner passes away, you need to let HMRC know as soon as possi-

ble, otherwise you might over or under pay tax.
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